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Rivermont Youth Athletic Association 

Child Protection Policy

Rivermont Youth Athletic Association (hereafter “RYAA”) seeks to provide a safe and secure environment for the children who participate in our programs and activities. By implementing the below practices, our goal is to protect the children of RYAA from incidents of misconduct or inappropriate behavior while also protecting our volunteers (workers) from false accusations.  Any suspected violations of this policy should be immediately reported to any board member.

Definitions
For purposes of this policy, the terms “child” or “children” include all persons under the age of eighteen (18) years. The term “worker” includes adult volunteers who work with children. 
Mandatory Report of Child Abuse
All persons involved with RYAA shall report to local authorities any good-faith suspicion or belief that any child is or has been physically or sexually abused. You may not abdicate this reporting responsibility to any other person.
Steps to Reporting Child Abuse
1. Ensure the child is in a safe environment. 

2. In cases of child abuse or medical emergencies, call 911 immediately. In addition, if the suspected abuse is in the child’s home or family, you are required to contact the local child abuse hotline. 

3. Notify RYAA Child Protection Coordinator. 
Reporting Violations of RYAA Youth Protection Policies
If you think any of the child protection policies have been violated you must notify the RYAA Child Protection Coordinator so appropriate action can be taken for the safety of our children.
Selection of Workers

All persons who desire to work with the children participating in our programs and activities will be screened.  A search of the national sex offender registry is required for all workers with repeated access to children.  The results will be kept in confidence on file by RYAA.
RYAA Child Protection Guidelines
RYAA has adopted the following policies to provide additional security for our members. These policies are primarily for the protection of our child members; however, they also serve to protect our workers from false accusations of abuse.

· Two-deep leadership is required. Two workers or worker and a parent of a participant, or other adult are required during all activities. 

· One-on-one contact between adults and children is prohibited. In situations that require personal conferences, such as a Coach’s conference, the meeting is to be conducted in view of other adults and children. 

· Inappropriate use of cameras, imaging, and digital devices is prohibited. While most children and workers use cameras and other imaging devices responsibly, it has become very easy to invade the privacy of individuals. It is inappropriate to use any device capable of recording or transmitting visual images in restrooms, or other areas where privacy is expected by participants. 

· No bullying. Verbal, physical, and cyber bullying are prohibited. 

· Discipline must be constructive. Discipline used in RYAA should be constructive and reflect RYAA’s values. Corporal punishment is never permitted. 

· Members are responsible to act according to Dizzy Dean Rules. All members of RYAA are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with the principles set forth by Dizzy Dean Rules. Physical violence, theft, verbal insults, drugs, and alcohol have no place in youth sports. 

Limited Distribution of Directories

Distribution of directories, rosters or other lists containing player names, phone numbers, addresses or pictures will be limited to a “need to know” basis.
Accidental Injuries to Children

In the event that a child is injured while under our care, the following steps should be followed:

1. For minor injuries, scrapes, and bruises, workers will provide First Aid (Band-Aids, etc.) as appropriate and will notify the child’s parent or guardian of the injury.
2. For injuries requiring medical treatment beyond simple First Aid, the parent and/or guardian will immediately be summoned in addition to any board member. If warranted by circumstances, an ambulance will be called.

3. Once the child has received appropriate medical attention, an incident report will be completed in the case of injuries requiring treatment by a medical professional.
Concussions

Any youth athlete who shows signs, symptoms and behaviors consistent with a concussion is to be immediately removed from the activity or competition for evaluation by the coach or other person who has completed a concussion recognition course.  The CDC’s signs and symptoms list is to be utilized in determining whether a youth athlete suffered a possible concussion.
Any youth athlete who is removed from play for a suspected concussion will not be allowed to return to any practice or game until they have been evaluated by a health care provider and have written clearance from the provider for a full or graduated return to play.

See: www.cdc.gov/concussion for more information.
RYAA Child Protection Coordinator

Jim McGill
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